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PHS SCHOOL VISION: Empowering Students to Become Productive Members of a Global Community

PHS SCHOOL MISSION: Modeling and Developing Intellectual, Physical and Emotional Behaviors that Lead to Success for All

KEY ACTIONS: 

· Increase the Graduation Rate

· Increase rigor and student engagement (Project-based learning environment)

· Increase community and parental involvement

COURSE DESCRIPTION: In Astronomy, students conduct laboratory and field investigations, use scientific methods, and make informed decisions using critical thinking and scientific problem solving. Students study the following topics: Modern history, Inner and Outer Planets, Galaxies and their configurations, Life cycle of a star and moon phases, Evolutionary changes due to Astronomy. Students who successfully complete Astronomy will acquire knowledge within a conceptual framework, conduct observations of the sky, work collaboratively, and develop critical-thinking skills.
KEY STANDARDS: 

SAST1. Students will explain the tools used by astronomers to study electromagnetic radiation to determine composition, motions, and other physical attributes of astronomical objects.

SAST2. Students will describe the scientific view of the origin of the universe, the evolution of matter and the development of resulting celestial objects.

SAST3. Students will describe and explain the celestial sphere and astronomical observations made from the point of reference of the Earth

SAST4. Students analyze the dynamic nature of astronomy by comparing and contrasting evidence supporting current views of the universe with historical views.

SAST5: Students will evaluate the significance of energy transfers and energy transformations in understanding the universe.

SAST6: Students will explore connections between cosmic phenomena and conditions necessary for life
TEXTBOOK/SUPPLEMENTAL RESOURCES: Our main textbook for the course is Principles of Astronomy
MATERIALS NEEDED: Three ring binder (1-2 inch) with dividers, loose-leaf paper, compositions book or spiral notebook
CLASS EXPECTATIONS: The 5 P’s

· Be Prompt: Be on time, enter the classroom quietly, immediately go to your seat, and start entry work
· Be Prepared: Bring all materials and work that is necessary to perform at your best
· Be Productive: MAXIMIZE learning time by staying on task, following directions, and participating in class daily
· Be Polite: Be nice and open-minded to everyone. Swearing, teasing, talking back, and bullying will NOT be tolerated! Being respectful in this classroom is mandatory. Keep your hands, feet, and objects to yourself.
· Be Patient: Along with being polite in this classroom, you are expected to be patient with peers while they are learning the course material
GRADING POLICY CONTINUED: 
Modern and Ancient Astronomy History.....………….………….20%
Inner and Outer Planets……………………....…. 20%

Galaxies and their configurations …………………...….......15%
Life Cycle of a Star/ Moon Phases………………….…….…15%

Evolutionary Changes due to Astronomy……………………..….10%
Final Exam……………....………..20%

GRADING SCALE:

A - 100-90% 
B - 89-80%
C - 79-74%
D – 70-73%
F - 69-Below
SYNERGY ACCESS TO GRADES:  

It is strongly encouraged that you keep your Synergy login information in a safe place and that you have access to the information when needed.  Parents should contact the Main Office (770.819.2521).
Please note that when you are viewing grades in Synergy that a blank grade column for your child has no effect on their grade.  If the space is blank, then your student may not have turned in that assignment due to absence or the teacher may not have entered grades for that assignment at that time.  An “X” means that the student is exempt from an assignment at the discretion of the teacher. 
Homework/Class Work Requirements:
· Work must be submitted to the teacher by the upcoming Thursday. Any day after Thursday of your scheduled class period the assignment is considered late and will have a deduction of -10 pts. per day.

Projects:

· Some of the learning that takes place in this class will be student-driven and project based.  True learning takes place when students solve problems and discover things on their own.  I will not stand in front of the class and simply tell you what you need to know.  
· Some projects will be individual, but many will require you to work in a small group.  Generally groups will initially be two people but if students prove that they are able to work well in larger groups, I will allow it.  
· While I understand that some people prefer to work alone, working with others is an essential skill that is needed to be successful as an adult.  If you are one of these people, please speak with me in private and I will attempt to group you with other students in which you will be compatible.
Tests and Quizzes:  

· The majority of the tests and quizzes I give are multiple choice and short answer.  However, all tests can include a combination of any of the following: multiple choice, true/false, matching, fill-in-the-blank, short answer, graphs, charts, and map questions. 

· Quizzes will be scheduled in advance, but the teacher reserves the right to give pop quizzes. If participation in class is low, students are not able to participate in class discussions with reasonable intelligence of the material, and/or did not complete the homework, a pop quiz may be given. Quizzes will cover the readings that the student is to have completed, class activities, and any notes given in class lecture (normally only a week’s worth of material).

FINAL EXAM EXEMPTION:
Students with no more than one excused absence may qualify to exempt one of their final exams.  Students with a course average of 80 or higher may exempt one final exam of their choice.  Students with a course average of 79 or below may request that ten percentage points be added to the final exam grade.  Towards the end of the semester, students who qualify may submit an Exam Exemption Form to the classroom teacher of their choice.  Teachers must verify that the student qualifies for the exemption.
LATE WORK POLICY: Any late work will receive -10 deduction per day the assignment is late. The assignment is considered late after on its due date after class time.  No work will be graded after the Unit Test.
ATTENDANCE AND MAKE-UP POLICY: If a student receives and excused absence he or she will be able to make up the work in class that was done for the day.  Each class has a rolling folder activity spot on the back wall.  It is the student’s responsibility to obtain their work from the wall and complete and return in a timely manner.  The student has up to the amount of excused absences plus one day to complete any missing work.  After that point the work will be considered late and will be graded as such.

It is your responsibility to attend class, write down due dates, and turn assignments in on time. A -10 pts. per day deduction will be given for late work. I will NOT remind you of late assignments after the first late day. It is the Pebblebrook High School policy that no make-up work will be accepted after the Unit has been completed. 
TARDY POLICY:  

To avoid being counted tardy, students must be seated and ready for class when the bell rings.  School policy states that students may receive detention, In-School Suspension, and Out-of-School Suspension for repeated tardiness.  

EXTRA HELP: 

Students can come in after school on Wednesday and Thursday from 3:45-4:30.  Please make sure you sign-up on my blog if you are planning on coming to tutoring during any of these time. I will NOT stay for students who are not present for tutorial by 3:45pm. 
Extra Credit: In this room we use the ClassDojo system to earn extra credit throughout the extent of this course. Points are earned by participating in class, and can be “cashed in” towards the upcoming test. Understand points can be deducted for inappropriate behavior. DO NOT ASK FOR ADDITIONAL EXTRA CREDIT BEING AS THOUGH IT IS GIVEN DAILY 
CELL PHONES AND ELECTRONIC DEVICES: 

As per the school’s policy, cell phones are not to be used during class time unless directed by the teacher for instructional purposes. Students will receive a discipline referral after one warning to put away any electronic device (unless the device is being used for instruction). Students are allowed to bring certain technologies to class (iPad, laptop, Kindle, etc.), but it should NOT interfere with the teaching or other’s learning. 

GRADE RECOVERY: Students who score 69 or below on any unit assessment are allowed to retake the assessment.  The grade will not exceed a 70 for the unit assessment.  The retake must be completed with-in one week. Please view the teacher’s blog for notification when the assessment will be administered.
ACADEMIC INTEGRITY:

Cheating is considered a serious matter.  Any student who is involved in cheating/plagiarism will receive a grade of zero on the material, an unsatisfactory in conduct, and his/her parents will be notified. 
For this course, cheating is defined as, but is not limited to, the following acts:

· Copying anyone's answers to questions, exercises, study guides, class work or homework assignments

· Taking any information verbatim from any source, including the Internet, without giving proper credit to the author, or rearranging the order of words and/or changing some words as written by the author and claiming the work as his or her own, i.e., plagiarism.

· Looking onto another student's paper during a test or quiz.

· Having available any study notes or other test aids during a test or quiz without the teacher's permission.

· Collaborating on assignments when independent work is expected.
This course is designed to teach the student not only about the course content, but also for the student to develop organizational and communication skills. The grade the student receives in this course is up to the student performance. Participation/ Active involvement is highly desired for a greater success! 

Thanks, 

J. Hargrove

